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Generosity powering discovery

Jayden Loftis ’27 uses the YSI meter to test water quality, while Sam Brathe ’27 records the readings.

On a hot morning in June, Dr. Amelia Atwell, assistant professor of biology, led a group of
Wofford student researchers into a patch of forest in East Spartanburg where a narrow
section of the Halfway Branch stream runs by a little league baseball field and a
neighborhood pool.

There, they tested the quality of the water in the stream — a tributary of Lawson’s Fork Creek
— with various instruments. One of them is a new high-tech device that the biology
department purchased thanks to recent donations to the Department of Biology Excellence
Fund.

The Yellow Springs Instruments digital water quality meter gives Atwell’s team a nearly
instantaneous reading of key water quality measures. She says it’s a major improvement
from cheaper devices that have previously been used.



Learn about Atwell’s research and the new device’s impact by clicking the button below. If you
would like to give to an Academic Excellence Fund, click here and select your department of
choice under the “designation” tab.

READ MORE

On the case

Ellison Barber ’12 on the set of “Allegedly.” (Photo courtesy of NBC News)

Ellison Barber ’12 has long been interested in crime and criminal behavior. At Wofford, she
interned with the Spartanburg public defender’s office her senior year and considered
pursuing a career with the FBI or attending law school.

She chose to pursue journalism instead, and her current role as correspondent with NBC
News has given her a platform from which to dive deep into true crime topics. Her new Netflix
video podcast, “Allegedly with Ellison Barber,” which is produced by NBC News Studios,
features conversations about contemporary criminal cases. (A paid subscription to Netflix is
required to watch “Allegedly.”)

https://advance.wofford.edu/portal/academicexcellencefunds
https://www.wofford.edu/about/news/news-archives/2026/generosity-powering-discovery


“I love video podcasts,” Barber says. “I think ‘Allegedly’ is in a new space: It’s a combination
of the modern video podcast format that leans into an authentic, conversational, cozy setting,
and the quintessential journalist-driven juggernauts like NBC’s ‘Dateline.’”

READ MORE

Summer 2026 Wofford Today

Kim and Dr. Jay Dowd, 12th president of Wofford College.

The summer edition of Wofford Today is in the mail! Be on the lookout for the print edition in
your mailbox or read the online edition or the e-pub, which are live.

This issue shares stories of leadership at Wofford and in the Wofford community, including a
Q&A with Dr. Jay Dowd, 12th president of Wofford College, and his wife, Kim. Also hear about
2026 graduates who held leadership roles, Dr. Solmaz Bastani and her journey to leading the
new medical physics program, and the trailblazing women who have been honored on the
Women of Wofford Walking Trails.

READ MORE

https://www.wofford.edu/about/news/news-archives/2026/on-the-case
https://indd.adobe.com/view/b43e1c1b-fcdf-4de5-9502-577ec2af3b65
https://www.wofford.edu/about/news/wofford-today


Crowned and confident

Jeyada Atkins ’28 (front) and Logan Woodruff ’28 (back) help campers with a confidence-building activity.

On a summer afternoon, 28 girls in a Wofford classroom looked into handheld mirrors and,
one at a time, said something kind about themselves.

“I am wonderfully made,” one student said, while others called themselves smart, loving and
talented, each receiving applause and encouragement from their peers.

This was one of the activities geared to inspire and uplift teen and pre-teen girls at Brown
Girls Read’s Crowned & Confident Summer Camp, hosted June 26-28 at Wofford College.

“This summer experience is designed to empower girls through literacy, leadership, creativity
and self-discovery,” says Nicke Haney, CEO of Brown Girls Read.

READ MORE

Atlanta Invitational golf tournament
The Terrier Club and the Atlanta Invitational golf tournament committee invite you to celebrate
the 32nd anniversary of the Atlanta Invitational golf tournament on Monday, Sept. 28, at
Bear’s Best Atlanta.

The tournament benefits the Georgia Alumni Endowed Scholarship Fund, which allows a
deserving Georgia student-athlete to play baseball at Wofford. Georgia alumni, parents and
friends fund this scholarship each year, primarily through the Atlanta Invitational. The

https://www.wofford.edu/about/news/news-archives/2026/crowned-and-confident


scholarship, which has raised over $1.8 million to date, was established in 2011 in honor of
Russell C. King Jr. ’56 and Walt W. Sessoms ’56, both longtime trustees and legendary
Wofford baseball players.

Sign up to play and secure your sponsorship by clicking the button below. See you and your
team in Georgia soon!

SIGN UP TO PLAY
OR BECOME A SPONSOR

Old Gold and Black
Read the latest edition of the Old Gold and Black, the Wofford student newspaper, by clicking
here.

Athletics updates
Men’s basketball announces exhibition contest against Virginia Tech.

Sherika Christie named to CSC Academic All-District Team.

Baseball to compete in college baseball series at Fifth Third Park.

Follow us @woffordcollege
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