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Members of the Wofford Real Estate Club with their $10,000 first-prize check at the ICSC & UNC Retail Real
Estate Case Competition.

What does it take to win a national real estate competition? According to Thomas Epps ’27, a
finance major and founder of the Wofford Real Estate Club, it's trust, communication and
hours of preparation — many during finals week.

On May 19, the Wofford Real Estate Club took home first prize in its debut appearance in the
ICSC & UNC Retail Real Estate Case Competition, held this year in Las Vegas. The team —

made up of Epps and finance majors Jake Bailey ‘26, Mark Brown '26 and Jack Jordan '27 —
won $10,000 in prize money.



“Wofford competed and won against some of the top real estate programs in the country,”
says Epps, a native of Columbia, South Carolina. “It showed what can happen when students
are willing to take initiative, learn outside the classroom and create opportunities for

themselves.”

READ MORE

Dream neighborhoods, real insights

Wofford students and third grade collaborators shared their findings with community members during a data
walk at E.P. Todd Elementary School.

Wofford student researchers asked a group of third graders in Spartanburg to envision their
dream neighborhoods. Obstacle courses and trees made of money were two of the more
imaginative responses, but what they also gained were crucial insights into the daily lives of
local children.

This semester, 62 Wofford students from both of Dr. Alysa Handelsman’s Anthropology of
Childhood classes completed a research project on youth perspectives and experiences
across Spartanburg’s neighborhoods. They presented posters showcasing their findings in a
community data walk on May 13 at E.P. Todd Elementary School.


https://www.wofford.edu/about/news/news-archives/2026/closing-the-deal

“The goal of this project was to determine what kids see and experience each day and how it
shapes their perspectives,” says Handelsman, associate professor of anthropology and
community sustainability specialist.

READ MORE

Bentley featured in New York Times

In the fall of 2015, Alex Bentley '17 was finishing an ecology and conservation study abroad

program in Ecuador when he walked into a small shack owned by Manuel Genaro Pefafiel, a
90-year-old farmer. Inside was a collection of snakes preserved in cane liquor that stretched
back 70 years and included species Bentley couldn’t identify.

This unlikely collection and Bentley’s research on it — which showed Mera, Ecuador, to be
one of the most diverse snake habitats — was highlighted last month in a feature by the
New York Times (subscription required). He was also highlighted for his discovery of a new
spider this year that mimics a deadly fungus. “Nobody knew this kind of mimicry existed in
spiders,” he says. “It totally blew my mind.”


https://www.wofford.edu/about/news/news-archives/2026/dream-neighborhoods-real-insights
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Click the button below to learn more about Bentley, who is an associate researcher with
Ecuador’s National Institute of Biodiversity and the director of the Llanganates-Sangay

Connectivity Corridor Research Network.

READ MORE

Alumni artists shine at ArtFields

Mills Brown ’15 (above right) and Kate Timbes '23 (above left) are creating with purpose, and

both artists had work showcased this spring by ArtFields, an arts organization in Lake City,
South Carolina, that celebrates Southern artists.

Timbes’ art was displayed on the runway. She won first prize in the ArtFields Up-Cycled
Runway Show, held April 25, for her wearable art piece, “Shell,” modeled by Tatum Mogck
'26.

Brown completed a residency in May with ArtFields that centered on learning to make art
alongside her toddler and inviting other families to engage in creating together, culminating in
a community workshop. She turned the residency studio into a sensory space where every
surface from wall to ceiling — including canvas, paper and cardboard — could be painted on.

READ MORE


https://www.wofford.edu/about/news/news-archives/2026/where-the-wild-things-are
https://www.wofford.edu/about/news/news-archives/2026/alumni-artists-shine-at-artfields

Read President Samhat's Commencement address

Dr. Nayef H. Samhat, 11th president of Wofford College, gave the Commencement address
on Sunday, May 17. Read his full speech by clicking here.

Old Gold and Black
Read the latest edition of the Old Gold and Black by clicking here.

Athletics updates
From the Athletics Director’s Desk - May 2026.

Baseball has five named CSC Academic All-District.

Four Terriers selected to Softball CSC Academic All-District Team.
Wofford announces 2026 football home game times.

Volleyball releases 2026 schedule.

Women’s soccer announces 2026 schedule.
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