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Wofford College awarded 453 baccalaureate degrees during the 172nd Commencement
Exercises on Sunday.

Dr. Nayef H. Samhat, the 11th president of Wofford College, delivered the keynote address to
those gathered on the lawn of Main Building.

The ceremony included the conferring of honorary degrees and the announcement of faculty
and Sullivan award winners. Special recognition was given to Honor Graduates, students
commissioned as second lieutenants into the U.S. Army, retiring faculty and members of the
Class of 1976.

Commencement Weekend featured celebrations of excellence in academics, leadership and
service. See all the award winners from Honors Convocation by clicking here, and meet the


https://www.wofford.edu/about/news/news-archives/2026/honors-convocation-2026

newest members of Phi Beta Kappa by clicking here. Livestreams of select events including

Commencement are available to view here.

READ MORE

Samhat receives Order of the Palmetto

Dr. Nayef H. Samhat was presented with the Order of the Palmetto on May 7. The Order of
the Palmetto is the highest civilian honor awarded by the governor of South Carolina. It
recognizes lifetime achievements and contributions made by individuals to the State of South
Carolina.

Samhat was presented the Order of the Palmetto by Murrell Smith '89, speaker of the South
Carolina House of Representatives, in honor of his 13-year legacy of transformative service
to Wofford College as well as to the advancement of higher education in the state and nation.

READ MORE
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Fulton appears on ‘Jeopardy!’

I Valerie Fulton 13 on set with Ken Jennings, the host of “Jeopardy!”

Valerie Fulton ’13, an attorney at Fulton & Barr in Greenville, S.C., decided to take the
“Jeopardy!” test while watching an episode of the show last summer. Her score landed her an
appearance as a contestant in an episode that aired on May 15.

Fulton says the “Jeopardy!” team followed up with her in November, then she had a final
audition in December. “I never expected to hear from them again, but they called me in
February to see if | could tape in March,” she says.

Fulton is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Wofford who majored in history and Spanish with a
concentration in Latin American and Caribbean studies. She says studying flashcards to
prepare for her appearance took her back to her college exam days, though her biggest test
wasn’t finding the correct answer: “Timing the buzzer really is the hardest part,” she says.

Fulton says traveling to California for the first time to compete on one of her favorite TV
shows was a surreal experience, but Wofford prepared her for the opportunity.

“Wofford sent me to amazing places — sometimes by myself — and surrounded me with
really smart people that made me confident that | was smart, too,” Fulton says.



Kindness in fashion

Margaret Deans Fawcett Grantz ’13 (far right) and Alivia founder Jovana Mullins (far left) with campers
turned artists at Camp Cole.

Margaret Deans Fawcett Grantz '13, co-founder of Camp Cole, was recently featured in a
segment on NBC’s TODAY show highlighting a unique collaboration between the camp and
Alivia, a women’s clothing brand, that celebrated the art of girls with disabilities.

Camp Cole is a year-round camp located in Richland County, South Carolina, designed for
children and adults affected by disabilities, illnesses and life challenges. The partnership with
Alivia allowed campers like Kate Liggitt — the daughter of Kelley and Randy Liggitt ‘82, and
who was featured in the segment — to turn their art into fashion designs worn on the runway
and sold for purchase.

“We want the world to see them for so much more than what they were diagnosed with,”
Grantz says in the story. “They are women, they are designers, they are artists and they all
have a story.”

Click the button below to watch the TODAY show segment, which was narrated by Craig
Melvin '01.

WATCH
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Old Gold and Black

Read the latest edition of the Old Gold and Black, the Wofford student newspaper, by clicking
here.

Athletics updates

Bouchard earns SoCon Pitcher of the Year as five Terriers grab SoCon honors.
Wofford claims seven titles at SoCon Outdoor Track & Field Championship.
Men’s tennis has two named CSC Academic All-District.

Women’s tennis has three honored as CSC Academic All-District.
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