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Wofford to confer four honorary degrees at 172nd
Commencement

Ashley Richardson Allen, Christopher A.P. Carpenter ’90, Dr. Nayef Samhat and Prema Samhat.

Wofford College will confer honorary degrees on Ashley Richardson Allen, Christopher A.P.
Carpenter ’90, Dr. Nayef Samhat and Prema Samhat during its 172nd annual
Commencement on Sunday, May 17. Nayef Samhat, the 11th president of Wofford College,
will deliver the Commencement address. Commencement exercises will begin at 9:30 a.m.
on the lawn of Main Building.

Learn more about this year’s honorees by clicking the button below, and click here to see this
year’s Commencement schedule.

READ MORE
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From pain to purpose

Dr. Heather Allen ’16 and Dr. Tyler Nelson ’16.

Dr. Tyler Nelson ’16 and Dr. Heather Allen ’16 say that their passion for neuroscience
research began at Wofford with Dr. David Pittman ’94.

Now researchers at the University of Florida, the couple is exploring the science behind pain.
The aim is to find solutions for those who are suffering — like Nelson — with chronic pain
conditions.

“I have always been interested in the brain,” says Nelson, a native of Youngsville, Pa. “It is
kind of the final frontier; we don’t know much about it.”

Learn more about Nelson and Allen by clicking the button below, and read more stories from
the spring edition of Wofford Today by clicking here.

READ MORE

https://www.wofford.edu/about/news/wofford-today
https://www.wofford.edu/about/news/news-archives/2026/from-pain-to-purpose
https://www.wofford.edu/about/news/news-archives/2026/from-pain-to-purpose


Wofford students travel to State House

Lillie Henson ’29, Molly McAbee ’29 and Preston Kuenn ’28 inside the South Carolina State House.

Lillie Henson ’29, Preston Kuenn ’28 and Molly McAbee ’29, along with Brandy Simmons,
financial aid counselor, visited the South Carolina State House during Higher Education Day
on April 16 to thank state legislators for supporting the South Carolina Tuition Grant program.

The program provides need-based grant assistance to full-time students from South Carolina
at in-state institutions including private colleges and universities in the state. Carolyn Sparks,
director of financial aid, says that 589 students at Wofford are currently awarded a tuition
grant through the program, with total money awarded exceeding $2.8 million

Senior art showcase

“Things Don’t Happy to You, They Happen for You,” this year’s senior art showcase, will be
on display April 27-May 14 in the Richardson Family Art Gallery, located in the Rosalind
Sallenger Richardson Center for the Arts.

“Things Don’t Happy to You, They Happen for You” brings together works by Alleah Craig
’26, Lucas Manning ’26, Lyrical Dream Gist ’26, Nikki Getsinger ’26 and Chaeli Quitzau ’26.
Moving across design and entrepreneurship, ecological awareness, spatial and poetic inquiry,
emotional reflection, and imagined inner worlds, each artist considers how meaning is
constructed through both challenge and transformation.



There will be an artist talk and reception for the exhibition on May 12 at 5 p.m. in the
Richardson Family Art Gallery.

READ MORE

Old Gold and Black

Read the latest edition of the Old Gold and Black by clicking here.

Athletics updates

Agster and Bernthal earn All-Southern Conference Women’s Tennis honors.

Wofford Women’s Golf concludes season at the Southern Conference Tournament.

Valdemar Dubin named to SoCon Men’s Tennis All-Freshman Team.

Brianna Stanley named Southern Conference Player of the Week.

Bouchard grabs SoCon Pitcher of the Week honors.

Football wraps up spring practice.

Follow us @woffordcollege
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