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Wofford trustees elect John Paul Dowd III, Ph.D., as 12th
president

John Paul “Jay” Dowd, Ph.D.

The Wofford College Board of Trustees has unanimously elected John Paul “Jay” Dowd III,
Ph.D., as the college’s 12th president. His tenure begins July 1, 2026.

Dowd currently serves as president and chief executive officer of The Citadel Foundation, a
position he’s held since 2013. He is a graduate of Winthrop University in Rock Hill, South
Carolina, where he earned a B.A. in history. He holds an M.Ed., with a focus on student
personnel services, and a Ph.D. in educational administration from the University of South
Carolina. He has more than 30 years of experience in higher education strategy, fundraising,
institutional advancement and executive leadership.

“Jay Dowd distinguished himself with his deep understanding of what it means to be a
mission- and values-focused leader,” says Christopher A.P. Carpenter ’90, chairman of the
college’s board of trustees. “He has proven himself to be someone who will work to support



every facet of our college, from the rigorous academic program to campus life and student
development to enrollment, marketing and operations. He is well versed in building
relationships and trust, which supports philanthropy and engagement efforts, and he has
experience in the NCAA Division I athletics space. The Wofford College Board of Trustees
has complete faith that he will continue the tradition of remarkable leadership established by
the college’s past presidents.”

READ MORE

Go With Joe

Joe Khalil ’26 wants Go With Joe to inspire others to find ways they can lend a hand in their communities.

Joe Khalil ’26 began his final year at Wofford with a desire to raise money for local nonprofit
organizations, but he didn’t have a clear idea for how to do so.

“I wanted to pursue something that was close to the impossible — something that people
could be inspired by or look at and say, ‘That’s insane,” he says. “If I had a Goliath to fight, I
would do that, but I wanted to find the next best thing.”

Khalil, an international affairs and Spanish double major from Boiling Springs, South Carolina,
is now less than a month away from conquering his giant: A nonstop 50-mile run to raise
funds for Miracle Hill Ministries and the Spartanburg Soup Kitchen.

Go With Joe will take place on April 18, when Khalil will run through downtown Spartanburg
and around Wofford’s campus on routes he planned with Dr. Patrick Stanton, associate
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professor of finance and an avid endurance runner. As Khalil runs, students and
organizations will come together for a day of service to expand the impact.

READ MORE

From pitch to plunge

The Terrier Startup Challenge connects students with alumni entrepreneurs.

Stan Zagrodnik ’26 is taking wellness on the road.

Zagrodnik won the $5,000 first prize in the 10th annual Terrier Startup Challenge for Venture
Sauna, which will bring a mobile sauna and cold plunge station to Wofford and the
Spartanburg community this semester.

“We’re so hyper-connected as a society, and depression, anxiety and screen addiction are at
an all-time high,” says the finance major from Flowery Branch, Georgia. “This service will
provide a space to unwind and offer health benefits like lowering cortisol, reducing stress and
improving sleep cycles.”

Hosted by the Wofford Career Center’s Launch Program, Terrier Startup Challenge allows
student entrepreneurs like Zagrodnik to bring their business ideas to life. Students give four-
minute presentations to a panel of judges, and winners receive prize money to put toward
their ventures. This year’s competition was held on March 12.

READ MORE
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A Candid Conversation

Rahm Emanuel and Craig Melvin ’01.

Rahm Emanuel, former chief of staff in the Obama administration and former mayor of
Chicago, will discuss the current political climate in the next installment of A Candid
Conversation. Craig Melvin ’01, co-anchor of NBC’s TODAY show and a Wofford trustee, will
moderate the discussion.

The conversation will be held at 5 p.m., Wednesday, April 1, 2026, in Main Building’s Leonard
Auditorium. Doors will open at 4:30 p.m. Guests are encouraged to arrive early as seating
may be limited.

A Candid Conversation is a moderated discussion series featuring perspectives from both
sides of the political spectrum in an effort to foster civil discourse and share critical
information in the current political landscape.

READ MORE
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Wofford ROTC cadets participate in memorial march

Members of the Southern Guards Battalion at the Bataan Memorial Death March.

Members of the Southern Guards ROTC battalion participated in the Bataan Memorial Death 
March on Saturday, March 21, in White Sands Missile Range in New Mexico.

The annual march honors the sacrifice of United States and Filipino soldiers who were forced 
to march more than 60 miles under brutal conditions after surrendering to Japanese forces 
during World War II, following the fall of the Bataan Peninsula. Thousands of prisoners of war 
died of starvation, disease, exhaustion and mistreatment during the march.

Memorial march participants rucked 15.5 miles while carrying 35-pound backpacks in Army 
combat uniforms across desert terrain. The event emphasizes physical endurance, mental 
toughness and teamwork as a tribute to those who suffered as prisoners of war.

Representing Wofford were cadets Nathan Curran ’29, Garrett Dall ’26 and Cooper Stark ’28; 
Lt. Col. Michael Cooper, professor of military science; and Capt. David O’Rear, assistant 
professor of military science. The battalion’s first team, which included Cooper and Dall, 
placed eighth out of 54 ROTC teams from across the nation with a time of three hours and 51 
minutes.



Old Gold and Black

Read the latest edition of the Old Gold and Black by clicking here.

Athletics updates

Two Terriers selected to Women’s Basketball CSC Academic All-District Team.

Fenwick and Meltcher earn weekly Big South honors.

Football adds assistant coaches.

Follow us @woffordcollege
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